NEWSLETTER
November 7, 2022

Stay Connected
Sign up for Immanuel's
Weekly Email update!
If you are not already receiving
the weekly email, please contact
secretary@immanuel-ucc.org
Visit our Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/immanueluccpa

Join our Facebook Group
"Immanuel Shillington United
Church of Christ" that engenders
dialogue as well as shared
updates of events
Visit our website
www.immanuel-ucc.org

Worship
9am - Sanctuary
Live Streamed on
Facebook & Youtube
www.facebook.com/immanueluccpa
www.youtube.com/immanuelucc

Office Hours
Monday - Friday
9am-3pm
Closed for Thanksgiving
Thursday, Nov. 24
Friday, Nov. 25

We offer condolences to
Family & Friends of....
Helen McGovern
Dennis Hatt
We offer baptismal
blessings to...
Greta Bechtold

Advent is a season of preparation... a season of eager anticipation... a
season when God's people patiently (or impatiently) await the birth of baby
Jesus. For some, this season brings about feelings of joy and celebration. For
others, it surfaces the tender feelings of grief and heartache. In every season,
God invites us to lean into our spiritual communities. It is in relationship with
one another and with God that we find support and sustenance for our
journey.
This Advent, our faith community will engage a series called "From
Generation to Generation" created by A Sanctified Art. Sunday worship
services will incorporate inspiring liturgy, art, and music, and there will be a
daily devotional made available for spiritual nourishment throughout the
week. We'll color our way through the season with a coloring Advent
Calendar, too!
The creatives behind "From Generation to Generation..." offer these words of
introduction “Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.”
(Luke 1: 48b-50)
Despite the challenges and vulnerability she faced, Mary could glimpse the
scale and scope of the good news she was part of bringing forth. This good
news transcends time and space—it was and is bigger than just her. Christ is
coming for collective liberation: God’s redemption is at work for years to
come. Therefore, the promise is meant to be lived out and passed on from
generation to generation.
Scripture reminds us of the ways our lives, histories, actions, and stories are
woven together throughout all of time - from generation to generation. God's
work of love and peace continue to unfold in and through us, God's children.
The question for us this Advent season is how will we faithfully carry it forth?
We hope you'll join the journey as
we prepare to welcome the
Christ child once again!
Worship with us in-person or online on Sundays at 9am
Kickoff the Advent Season with "Crafting Our Way to Christmas"
Sunday, November 27th from 10:15am-12pm
Daily Devotionals & Advent Calendars
Available for pick up starting on Sunday, November 20th
Available for digital reading - contact secretary@immanuel-ucc.org
Available for drop off - email clergy@immanuel-ucc.org
Advent Gatherings for Reflection & Prayer
Thursdays (Dec. 1, 8, & 15) from 12-1pm in the Paul Room - hosted by IUCC
Spiritual Life Team

All Saints Sunday
On November 6th Immanuel celebrated
All Saints Sunday, a day to recognize our
members and friends who have passed
within the last year. Immanuel singers and
chimers provided special music for worship
and communion was served. Scripture of the
day was Matthew 5:1-12. If you missed the
service in person, you can view at
www.youtube.com/immanuelucc.

Volunteers Needed to operate the Audio/Visual Systems of the Sanctuary
The Technology team is looking for volunteers to help with the various functions
required to support the ministry of recording worship services and events at Immanuel.
We are looking to have several individuals available to support production on a
Sunday morning, as well as be available to support other occasional functions during
the week.
Audio: Learn to setup microphones and work the sound board
Video: Learn to operate the video software suite and video camera system
Individuals should be high school age or older
No experience required – Learn some or all of the systems
Come learn and try before making any commitment
To volunteer or find out more contact secretary@immanuel-ucc.org to be connected
to the technology team

Consistory Update
At the November meeting, Consistory heard an update of current and long-range projects of our Property
committee. Projects completed in 2022 include removal of condemned trees around campus, paving the parking
lot & AC unit upgrades. Upcoming projects for 2023 include replacement of an outdated fire system panel,
upgrading signage on our campus, and replacing several exterior/interior door thresholds to reduce energy waste.
Consistory, along with committee leaders, have been working on constructing the 2023 budget. We are grateful
for the pledges that have been made, particularly in light of the instability of the times. Pledge cards are
available through the church office or reoccurring giving can be established online by visiting our website.
Consistory is planning for the transition of those who have completed their term and looks forward to welcoming
new leaders in 2023. If you’d like to learn more about serving on consistory, contact Carl Altenderfer,
Carl1801@comcast.net.
Next Meeting - December 5th at 7pm.

Parish Care
Immanuel has an ongoing ministry of parish care and visitation to those who are homebound, hospitalized and
recuperating at rehabilitation facilities. In order to respond appropriately to the diverse needs and requests of our
membership, we encourage individuals and family members to contact the church office directly when a visitation
need arises or hospitalization occurs. We rely on your communication and permission to respond with our
prayers, support, and care.
Prayer Network - Prayers are so Powerful. Our Prayer Network is working 24/7 to request healing, rejuvenation,
and compassion in both life and death. No request for prayers is too small. We welcome requests not only for
our congregation, but for anyone in need. All requests are confidential. Any request can be directed to the office,
on a pew card, or drop a request in the mailbox.

Adult Ministries

Adult Forum - Adult Forum engages human curiosities about faith and daily life through study, dialogue, guest speakers
and more! We gather on Sunday mornings from 10:15am - 11am in the Lower Level Multipurpose Room.
November 13th - Amanda Hornberger will share about her recent trip to the Holy Land!
November 20th - Ziv Laskin, Shaliach at the Jewish Federation of Reading, will be sharing about the intersection of
faith and politics in Israel. We will also welcome him as a guest in worship at 9am.
November 27th - "Crafting Our Way to Christmas" - creative activities for all ages as we enter the season of Advent!
Book Babble will meet on Wednesday, December 7th at 7pm in the LLMP to discuss The Churchill Sisters by Rachel
Trethewey. January's book selection is Rabbit Run by John Updike. Join us for fruitful conversation and fellowship!
Ladies in Faith and Fellowship Together (LIFFT) is committed to connecting women of all ages by providing
opportunities to study and grow in God’s word, to join in fellowship, and to serve the community.
November 18th - Tour of the Historic Ephrata Cloister with IUCC member, Kerry Mohn, an employee at the Cloisters.
Please contact Jan Buskirk (Buskirk944@gmail.com) or Kathy Joffred (kathyjoffred@gmail.com) to sign up. Cost of tour
is $9 per person & is due to IUCC by 11/15/22. If paying by check, please mark in note section, "Ephrata Trip."
LUNCH & TOUR - Meet at IUCC parking lot at 11am. We will carpool to Fox Meadows Creamery in Ephrata for
lunch before the tour.
TOUR ONLY: Meet at the Ephrata Cloisters Visitor Center for the tour at 1:15pm.
December 4th - Tour the Nolde Forest Mansion. Meet at IUCC parking lot at 1pm and carpool to Nolde. Weather
permitting, we will take a short hike for those who wish to participate in a walking activity. RSVP to Jan or Kathy, if
interested.

Senior Ministry welcomed Dr. Tim Medianick, DMD, in October for a conversation about his life's journey and Ukraine
today. It was an inspiring evening for all in attendance. In gratitude for his sharing and on behalf of Immanuel UCC, a
donation of more than $600 was made to Save a Life International, an organization serving women in crisis in Ukraine.
November 30th - Join us at 1:30pm as we welcome Karen Marsdale, Director of Hannah’s Hope, to speak about a local
transitional housing and support program for women and their children. A light lunch will be provided, and a goodwill
offering will be taken to support Hannah’s Hope. RSVP to Sue O’Neil (sjoneil52@gmail.com | 610-775-8569)

Faith Formation Update
Faith Formation classes for ages Pre-K - 6th grade continue to meet on Sunday mornings at 10:15am.
Join us in Fellowship Hall before class starts for a snack and drink and then at 10:15am we'll move to classrooms
until 11am when children will return to Fellowship Hall to meet their parent/guardian.

It was a TREAT to host friends of the preschool and congregation on October 30th at God Time Trunk or Treat! In
scripture we hear Jesus is the vine and we are the branches. We took our pumpkin vine and connected all of us
together to celebrate the ways this scripture comes to life through our caring and sharing. The Nov. 20th God Time
gathering shifted to Nov. 27th to coincide with Crafting our Way to Christmas - a morning of crafts, games and
fellowship of ALL AGES as we learn about Advent!

Help Immanuel kick off the Christmas season with our Crafting our Way to Christmas Event!
Previously known as the "Advent Event", Crafting to Christmas will feature crafts for adults and kids of all ages,
music and a lesson, a preschool story room, snacks, cookie decorating, advent wreath-making, and so much
more! We can't wait to see you there! Contact Kelly Barnett (barnettkellym@gmail.com) with any questions or
for more information if you'd like to help prepare for this event.

Music Ministry Update
Kids Music on Tuesdays
As we journey towards Advent, WE ARE SHIFTING the timing of kids music on Tuesdays for more involvement &
activity time. IN NOVEMBER, TUESDAY KIDS MUSIC TIMES ARE 4:15-5:30 pm
4:15-4:30 pm Gather/Play/Socialize (allows for some of the late drop-offs)
4:30 pm – Activities begin, which include singing, ringing, and pageant preparation
December 18th - Kids Choir will sing in worship at 9am

2022 CHRISTMAS EVE PAGEANT ~ December 24 at 11am
Please let us know if you will be participating IN THE PAGEANT by signing up here
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Sunday, November 20th - Acting "auditions” to follow Faith Formation at 11am
Sundays in December – 11AM; Pageant rehearsal weekly
December 24th at 10AM – Final Dress Rehearsal for all participants
December 24th at 11AM – Pageant Performance

Adult Singing Opportunities
Thanksgiving Eve – Along with several other religious organizations, IUCC will host the annual
Interfaith Thanksgiving Eve worship service on Wednesday, November 23rd. Combined with choir
members from other congregations, we will offer Mark Miller’s “God Has Work For Us To Do” as well
as offer vocal support on several responses and hymns. This service of gratitude and thanksgiving
is shaping up to be a beautiful expression of our belief that ALL are welcome – and there will even
be a little opportunity for food and fellowship directly following worship.
Email music@immanuel-ucc.org if you would like to participate
Advent/Christmas Music
We have a very exciting season of music coming up – a combination of some IUCC staples
(Lord, Before This Fleeting Season, Where Riches Is Everlasting, and others) and wonderful
new music that we will learn and perform during Advent and on Christmas Eve. All are welcome
to join us for some or all of this music. Please SIGN UP using the QR code to indicate your
availability. This will also help ensure there is enough music for everyone who wants to join us.
Christmas Eve Festival Choir
All ages & voices are invited to lend your voice to our Christmas Eve Festival Choir. Join us for
traditional hymns and anthems. We will be working on the music throughout the Advent season.
Special Christmas-Eve only rehearsals on 12/22 and 12/24 at 7PM. Please sign up using the
QR code to indicate your participation.
Will Todd comes to IUCC on Saturday, December 17th – You may recall a few years
ago UK composer Will Todd came to IUCC as part of a residency. Many of you (me too)
were part of his Jazz Mass residency at IUCC with Vox Philia and other community choral
groups. THIS DECEMBER YOU HAVE A SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY TO REHEARSE
AND SING WITH WILL TODD. We will offer several opportunities to learn and rehearse
two of Will’s songs, "Bring Light" and "I am Changed,” which community members will be
invited to perform on the evening of December 17th, following an afternoon workshop led
by Will Todd. Keep an eye out for more information about this opportunity. - Stephen

Reading Royals Pride Night & National Anthem - We (yes, WE) are performing “The National Anthem”
before the start of the Reading Royals Hockey Game on December 2. Our admission to the game is FREE as
registered singers of the National Anthem. We are looking for as many singers as possible to join us on this night
(no previous or future singing experience necessary). We will have optional rehearsals after church on Sunday,
Nov. 20th & Sunday, Nov 27th - 10:15am as well as right after choir rehearsal on Thursday Dec. 1st - 8:30pm.
Warm up Friday, Dec 2nd - 6:15pm - prior to our performance. BUT WAIT, THERE’S MORE!!!! Non-singing
Families and Friends are also welcome to join us by purchasing tickets through our link,
this means that $5.00 of every ticket goes back to IUCC). NOTE: If someone is singing they
should not include their ticket in the paid amount. Instead in the comment section when checking
out note that they need a free ticket for performing. If a singer is coming by themself and not
bringing anyone, email iucc19607@gmail.com and your ticket will be secured for you.
To find out all the details, sign up to sing, purchase spector tickets scan the QR code.

In This Wondrous Burst of Starlight Concert
December 17 at Immanuel UCC ~ 7:30pm
Vox Philia begins its second decade with a special concert featuring music from our first ten years,
including works by Chilcott, Forrest, Gardner and Todd.
The concert includes the world premiere of a new carol by Will Todd, who joins us for the concert.
We are also joined by Wilson High School's Select Choir and Eric Plutz, organist at Princeton
University.
All ticket revenue will be donated to SafeBerks and New Journey Community Outreach.
Tickets available at the door, or purchase online at https://buytickets.at/voxphilia/779542

Here, There, Everywhere (Mission/Outreach)
Winter wear give away / cardboard village
IUCC youth and adults along with friends from our afterschool Next Door Program came together to serve at
New Journey Community Outreach. Winter wear, books, and hot meals were distributed to over 100 guests.
Youth returned to IUCC to:
- craft a cardboard village
- plan meal on a restricted budget and requiring them to walk
to a local grocery store to shop for the items
- engage an online simulation to learn more about real-life
decisions that impact one’s financial / housing / employment
stability
- reflect by the burn barrel and candle through song and
prayer
- gain a broader understanding of the complexities of poverty
- give thanks for and strategize to employ our blessings for
the bettering of our world.
All in 24 hours... can you imagine what is possible with the
other 364 days in a year?!

NEW JOURNEY COMMUNITY OUTREACH
As 2023 approaches we’ll be revising our rotating core teams for soup kitchen & food pantry as well as updating
our list of supplemental volunteers. We would love to have YOU involved in one of these ways:
SOUP KITCHEN: 8:30-10:30 the 1st Tuesday of each month (core teams are scheduled 3 times/year); Meet
in the church kitchen to prepare bag lunches or hot meal item for lunch.
SANDWICHES FROM HOME: 1st Tuesday of each month as it fits in your schedule; Prepare sandwiches in
your own home and deliver them to church. We’ll take them to NJCO to be used toward lunches served later
in the week.
FOOD PANTRY: 8:30-10:30 the 1st through 4th Wednesday of each month (core teams are scheduled one
week every other month); Carpool from IUCC to NJCO to help with outdoor distribution of food items.
Please call the church office OR contact Kate Conrad (mamac303@comcast.net) for more details.

The Mitten Tree will be here soon! Bring hats, mittens, gloves and scarves to decorate the tree in
the sanctuary. Items will then be shared with our community partners to distribute to those in need.

What's Happening in Preschool?
Immanuel Preschool is holding a week of family Harvest Festivals November 14-18 in
Fellowship Hall. Parents and caregivers attend with their preschoolers and enjoy
Fall/Thanksgiving centers together and a snack.

November 18 - December 7 will host our annual Christmas Mission Project.
This year we are collecting craft kits for children of all ages. Classrooms will have collection boxes for
Richie's Wish for local foster children.

Immanuel Preschool's Fall Do It Local Fundraiser items (Baking/Science Kits, DIY
Pretzel Kits and Car Magnets) have been ordered. Information will be sent to you
about payment and pick-up. Thank you for your support.
Our preschool profitted $97.00 with our Do It Local meal Pop-Up too!

Substitute Teachers & Assistants
The preschool can always use substitutes! If interested in being added to the
sub list contact preschooldirector@immanuel-ucc.org.
Qualifications: Teacher - A 4 Yr. Degree (any major) or Associate Degree in
Education with experience with young children.
Asst. Teacher - HS diploma and experience with young children.

