NEWSLETTER
February 17, 2022
Our Lenten scriptures are filled with parables and promises of God’s abundant and expansive grace.
Jesus as a mother hen, a prodigal son welcomed home, a fig tree nurtured with care and hope, precious oil
lavishly and lovingly poured – these sacred texts are brimming with the gospel (good news) of God’s
grace. Full to the Brim, our Lenten theme, is an invitation into a radically different Lent.
It’s an invitation to disrupt scarcity mentality and to allow ourselves to feel the lavishness of God’s love.
It is an invitation to full immersion into God’s grace – grace that is undeserved, unearned, illogical, and
boundless.
If your experience and definition of Lent has been one of personal disciple, giving up stuff, penitence,
self-critique, and unworthiness, then this introduction doesn’t sound very Lent-y! Yet, if we think about it,
what we’ve come to know as traditional Lenten practice is somewhat bizarre and un-Christian. It’s as if we
don’t trust God’s redemption. It is as if we forget Easter’s truth while we mark the 40 days. It is certainly
appropriate that Lent elicits solemnity, acknowledgement of personal and collective sin and suffering as we
journey alongside Jesus on the path to the cross; however, it’s not the whole story.
The origins of Lent were that one was to leave their old life behind to fast and prepare to be baptized into a
new of way living. Full to the Brim trusts the promise of baptism – God has already claimed us as God’s
own and nothing we can do will ever change or erase that. In this newsletter and on social media you can
find information about gatherings that will provide opportunities for us to explore scripture, engage in
spiritual practices, and be renewed by God’s overflowing grace.
Together may we discover anew the expansive life God dreams for us as we journey to the cross and
ultimately in resurrection living!

Ash Wednesday Worship - March 2
Noon - Brief service with open sanctuary for personal reflection
7:30 PM - Traditional service, In person and online

2022 Lenten Worship Scriptures
March 6
March 13
March 20
March 27
April 3

Even in the desert
Under God’s Wing
You are Worthy
Prodigal Grace
Brazen Acts of Beauty

Luke 4:1-13
Luke 13:31-35
Luke 13:1-9
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
John 12:1-8

Sunday Worship
In person at 9am OR Live Streamed on Facebook & YouTube
www.facebook.com/immanueluccpa , www.youtube.com/immanuelucc

2021 ANNUAL MEETING SUMMARY
On January 30th Immanuel Consistory hosted an annual congregational meeting. Lay leaders, staff, and clergy
presented an overview to in person and virtual attendees with highlights including:
• Zach Kuhn, Consistory President, outlinging the multitude of congregation-wide accomplishments of
2021:
Immanuel’s ministries and missions adapted at each turn to the pandemic
Good governance strengthened our organizational structure (charters, committees, and bylaws)
Programs extended our reach into the community, and Worship, faith formation, and grant programs
deepened our spiritual connections and sense of community.
• Colleen Kunkle, Consistory Treasurer, and Dave McCoy, Fairview Cemetery President, both provided
compelling updates on the strong financial positioning of both the church and of the cemetery. Each
brought theological reflection and long-term visioning to their reports.
• Rev Meg invited all to consider what it would mean for Immanuel to be known as Shillington’s Neighborhood Church. She highlighted new initiatives for 2022 that expand our presence in the community.
• Ben Gibson, Search and Call Committee, announced that the church profile is complete for the hiring of a
settled Part-time Associate Pastor. Candidate review should begin the first quarter of 2022.
• Appreciation was expressed by all presenters for the investment of the congregation in our collective
work. It takes each person sharing their gifts for us to live into the fullness of who God is calling Immanuel
to be in this time. Additional gratitude was offered for Kathy Arnold and Mark Myers ministry of
finances. Kathy and Mark will be completing their service this year as Immanuel seeks to hire a new staff
accountant. Look for the celebration of Mark & Kathy in the months to come. The job posting has gone
live on InDeed and can be shared with all possible candidates.
th
• Save the Date – June 5 – Community Strawberry Festival with live music, food, games and
fellowship. Email operations@immanuel-ucc.org to join the planning!
Following the meeting, Consistory met for their annual reorganization. 2022 Consistory membership changes
include:
• Amanda Hornberger’s term on Consistory has ended. We want to thank Amanda, past-President and Vice
President of Consistory, for her leadership and service to the congregation.
• Michelle Knoll and Sherry Leibensperger were approved to serve 3-year terms after the congregational vote
• Officers for 2022: Carl Altenderfer, President; Zach Kuhn, Vice President; Colleen Kunkle, Treasurer; and
Kevin French, Secretary
If you would like a copy of the annual report to review the presentation slides, or to have further conversation,
please email iuccconsistory@immanuel-ucc.org.
AMENDED BYLAWS ADOPTED 1.30.2022
After a year of dedicated and thoughtful work based on congregational feedback at 2021’s meeting, the Bylaw
Committee presented a revised version of the Bylaws for review. Minor editorial changes for clarity and ease
of reading were made to several sections; major changes centered around Membership (Section II).
The amended bylaws were adopted by a congregational vote at the annual meeting on January 30th and can be
found on IUCC’s website under the Recent Communications tab. Hard copies are also available by calling the
office. If you have any questions about the bylaws, please do not hesitate to contact committee members Bill
Buskirk, Sandy Bixler, or Kathleen Wetzel.
EXPLORE|CONNECT|JOIN
Looking for ways to connect with Immanuel?
Considering Membership?
On Sunday, March 6th, join Rev. Meg and other ministry leaders in
Fellowship Hall after worship for a time of informal conversation
over coffee (or tea). Learn more about mission and ministries at Immanuel and ask any questions you may
have. Can’t make the in-person meet? An online conversation opportunity will be offered Monday, March 7th
at 7pm on Zoom. To get the link, please contact secretary@immanuel-ucc.org.

ADULT FORUM
Sunday Adult Forum is ready for Spring! See below for our schedule. Join Pastor Beth in the Lower Level
Multipurpose Room at 10am each Sunday after worship for fellowship, learning and meaningful conversation!
February 27 - Candace Reynolds from Bethany Christian Services. She will also be preaching that day.
Candace R. Reynolds is the Outreach Coordinator at Bethany Christian Services. She has been a team member there
since April 2019. Candace has always had a passion for helping children. She appreciates the mission of Safe Families
for Children and what they do for families in our community. Candace has 2 sons. When she is not at work she enjoys
spending time with her children, volunteering with the Junior League of Lancaster, working out, and spending time with
friends.

March 6-20 - Amy-Jill Levine is a E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Professor of New Testament at
Vanderbilt University Divinity School. We will watch three videos of her ideas about theology and some of the
more familiar Bible stories - the Sermon on the Mount and the Prodigal Son.
March 27-April 10 - Henri Nouwen was a Dutch Catholic priest, professor at Yale Divinity School, Harvard
Divinity School and University of Notre Dame. Nouwen is the author of many books including The Wounded
Healer and The Way of the Heart. We will watch an inspiring three-part sermon Nouwen delivered at the
Crystal Cathedral in California called Being the Beloved.
CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION
Sunday Mornings - Join us for Faith Formation from 10:15-11am
every Sunday! Meet us in the Fellowship Hall between 10 and 10:15
to enjoy some snacks and meet your teachers. We will travel to classes
together then return to the Fellowship Hall at 11am. So far this year,
students have enjoyed Olympic ice skating, making God's Team
pennants, and creating some alphabet soup to share! Look for more
games, crafts, and activities in the coming weeks! Also join us
for Children's Chats during worship each week!
Teachers Needed - Do you love working with, talking to, or making
memories with kids? Are you looking to become more involved in
ministry at Immanuel? Do you want to make a difference inspiring
others to grow in their faith? Are you available 1 or more Sundays a
month from 10:15-11am? If so, you might be interested in teaching,
assisting, helping, or leading faith formation classes! We are looking for volunteers of all experience levels and time availability to join
our team of faith formation teachers. No lesson prep or teaching experience required! If interested or for more
information, please contact Faith Formation Director, Kelly Barnett, at barnettkellym@gmail.com.

GODTIME FAMILY WORSHIP
ALL ARE WELCOME!! YOU ARE WELCOME!
Rev Meg and Mr. Stephen (Music Minister) will be offering a NEW! monthly services for preschool families
the 3rd Sunday of the month at 10:15am ( 2/20, 3/20, 4/17, 5/15). These services are interactive, embracing the
wiggles and giggles of our preschoolers. Each service will include songs, storytelling, and creative expression.
They will run concurrent with K-12 Faith Formation classes. Older siblings are welcome at GodTime or Faith
Formation. Younger siblings and friends are welcomed too!! We really do mean ALL when we say ALL are
welcome! We celebrate that God invites us to come as we are - in our pjs, our superhero costumes, or Sunday
best! For more details, contact secretary@immanuel-ucc.org.

UPCOMING EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT
Hello IUCC! My name is Jay Schoenen, and I have an exciting announcement for
you. You may know me from my occasional music-playing (viola and oboe)
during services, or from mission trips. Immanuel has a small stone labyrinth for
meditation. While the labyrinth is a beautiful place to meditate, it unfortunately is
hidden from many. That’s why my Eagle Scout project will be a sign to draw
attention to the labyrinth and teach people how to use it. If all goes well, I aim to
build this sign by early summer, but you can get involved sooner! We will soon be
opening up donations for the project, both in money, tools, and your time. You can
also email the office with your interest and I will keep you posted. Thank you in
advance for your help and support.

TUESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY
Tuesday Evening Bible Study is going HYBRID! Pastor Beth will be facilitating a discussion on the Gospel of
Mark in person AND Zoom (contact secretary@immanuel-ucc.org for link) at 7pm. We will meet in the
Office Meeting Room. Please wear a mask and bring your Bible, or one can be provided.
LENTEN BOOK STUDY OFFERING
Join with members of the Pennsylvania Southeast Conference in a Lenten Book Study.
Gatherings Tuesdays, March 1st – April 5th 3pm & 7pm
The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs Everyone and How We Can Prosper Together Heather McGhee.
McGhee is one of today’s most insightful and influential thinkers who offers a powerful exploration of inequality and the lesson that generations of Americans have failed to lear: Racism has a cost for everyone – not just
for people of color.
Use this link to register. https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lenten-book-study-tickets-266376097077

FRIDAYS IN LENT
During Lent the Spiritual Life Committee will explore the devotional,
Full to the Brim: An Expansive Lent. Full to the Brim is an invitation to
live a more expansive, full life of faith and the life God dreams for us.
Each week will be a stand alone unit with scripture, poetry and artwork
provided for discussion as we meet over the lunch hour, 12-1pm.
Bring a bagged lunch or a snack and we will meet in the Paul Room
(*please note location and time change from previous programs) on the
following Fridays: March 11; March 18; March 25; April 1; April 8.
Please enter the church through the office entrance doors. All are welcome!
ADULT MINISTRIES
• LIFFT (Ladies in Faith and Fellowship Together) will not be meeting in March.
• Senior Ministry is meeting on a limited basis. As of newsletter print, March does not have a meeting
scheduled. Check the weekly email for updates.
• Book Babble will be meeting March 9 at 7pm in Fellowship Hall. We will be discussing The Personal
Librarian by Marie Benedict. The book selection for April 6th is Holy Envy by Barbara Brown Taylor and
we’ll meet in the Lower Level MultipurposeRroom at 7pm.
MISSION TRIP INFORMATION MEETING
We’re headed to Pipestem, WV this summer, June 26-July 2. Want to go? Want more information?
Meet Sunday, March 6 in the Upper Level Multipurpose Room at 10:15am for an informational session.
PRESCHOOL NEWS
• Session III of Kindermusik levels 3 and 4 with Miss Tama has
openings on Fridays in the Music Suite 11:45-12:15. The session
ends March 25 and Session IV begins the week after.
E-mail Miss Tama with your questions or to join the session at
kindertama@yahoo.com

"Give Kindness Today and Everyday"
Our preschoolers participated in "Acts of Kindness" for our
community and beyond. They collected candy and made Valentines
for the Troops at Fort Bragg N.C. They also made Valentines for the
patients at Encompass Health Rehabilitation Hospital.

