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As the weather changes, we feel that time is passing. A new season is here. Yet 

it can be tough to distinguish what day of the week it is or even, lately, what 

year we are in! Repeated school closings, masks on/off/on/?, working from 

home, continued worry about health and economic security during a world-

wide health crisis….it feels like we are in a time loop. Personally, some days it 

still feels like 2020, yet it’s almost 2022!? 

But we must recognize where we are now. Be present. Feel the cooler air. Smell 

the first woodfire. We must be grateful for progress and small steps: 

Laughing together at cookouts after not seeing friends for months at a time 

A long weekend getaway after not leaving the county for a year 

Holding a new grandchild for the first time thanks to a vaccine 

While today may not be the “back to normal” you crave, challenge yourself to 

embrace the season’s tone of gratitude and thanks. Each night leading up to 

Thanksgiving, write one thing (or more!) for which you are grateful. As 

Reverend Megan reminded us last fall, “GRATITUDE is a way of life for Jesus 

followers. The sharing of our lives – our talents, our time, our treasures – is our 

thankful response to God and God’s love.”  

As our spiritual calendars turn, November brings All Saints worship. This year’s 

service of remembrance takes on extra meaning as we are able to gather in 

person after a year apart. With many families having grieved without their 

church family due to large gathering limits, we should gather in gratitude. Join 

us on November 7th in reading the names and giving thanks for the lives of 

loved ones now with God. 

Kind Regards, 
Bethany Kirkner 
Director of Strategic Operations 
Immanuel United Church of Christ 
  

 

WAYS TO STAY 

CONNECTED  

Every week an update is sent via 

email, usually on a Thursday 

afternoon.  If you are not 

receiving the weekly email 

please contact, 

secretary@immanuel-ucc.org or 

call 610-777-7107.    

Visit our Facebook page, 

website, or join our Immanuel 

Facebook group that engenders 

dialogue while we continue to be 

physically distanced.  Check it 

out by searching “Immanuel 

Shillington United Church of 

Christ” 

 HYBRID WORSHIP 

In-person worship at 9am                      

with services continuing to be                   

live-streamed on YouTube 

www.youtube.com/immanuelucc    

and Facebook 

www.facebook.com/immanueluccpa 

10am Adult Forum,  Youth Faith 

Formation & Teen RISE 

CHURCH OFFICE 
HOURS 

Monday – Friday 
  9AM – 3PM 

 
Can’t make it during office hours?  

Outside mail slot by the office 
entrance is available for before or  
after hours drop-offs.  Call if you  

have any questions.   
 

 

 

 

mailto:secretary@immanuel-ucc.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010FAIv-xLAUyDayMieza5eYO9nMCh97o8ZY7DJ3bT7asSBt1lBbV-7rH7sZpfBu1FL_Er_0Z8EsgN6-SfxH2751G-9F_kCaVjlOKxKUASk9y5sOX82CszRFXw1GH8TkFglaYmeqw14mxAWM7fMCUQv4Rw_tLAzVBf&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010FAIv-xLAUyDayMieza5eYO9nMCh97o8ZY7DJ3bT7asSBt1lBbV-7rH7sZpfBu1FG49zj60vKKU8KptONc4LOnXG4lcHeLELL_Ig4fUWSbznpOTLCKNiCEK2aFQz4aw2YCIOWEYYUfqoY7GJb90HQmVV83Y2CWto&c=&ch=


  



CONSISTORY UPDATE 

With so much negativity swirling around the world these days, one way that I try to keep grounded is by looking for 

something to be grateful for every day. Luckily, it’s very easy to find things to be grateful for at Immanuel!  Something 

obvious is that Rev. Meg will shortly return from her sabbatical!  I know we are all thrilled that she finally had the 

opportunity to take this time for rest and rejuvenation and look forward to giving her an extravagant welcome back! 

I am thankful for having the opportunity to serve on Consistory, working with committees consisting of some of the most 

dedicated, inspirational individuals I have ever met.  As you are aware, Consistory has been hard at work to make sure that 

we build a solid foundation for the church to grow and thrive in the future.  Our Governance Committee has further 

refined the bylaws and will be coming to you with the revisions in the near future.  Our Facilities Committee has been hard 

at work securing bids for work that will improve the parking lots and climate in the sanctuary.  Our Preschool Committee 

has worked very hard to assure that we can safely offer in person learning to the children in our community.  Our 

Technology Committee continues to work not only at assuring that we are able to provide virtual services, but also increase 

efficiency in record keeping by developing an alternative option for tracking attendance.  Our Search and Call Committee 

has been working diligently and is hoping to have the permanent, part-time Associate Pastor position posted soon!  Last, 

and certainly not least, our Finance Committee has been assuring that we have the finances to carry out all of this 

wonderful work and is currently working on preparing the 2022 budget.   

This is only a narrow glimpse at the exciting things happening with our leadership!  We are always looking for folks to join 

us in our work.  If you would be interested in hearing more about what it’s like to serve on the Consistory or one of our 

committees, please email iuccconsistory@gmail.com.  We would love to have you join us! 

Sincerely,  
Nikki Schnovel 
Consistory Member 

 
PASTORAL RELATIONS TEAM  
 

Immanuel’s Pastoral Relations Team is committed to:  

• Serving as an advisory group to Rev. Megan Huesgen, sharing ideas, dreams, expectations, and concerns of the 
congregation   

• Supporting Rev. Meg in the complex and challenging role of pastor  

• Promoting and sustaining a healthy relationship between Rev. Meg and the congregation to enhance the 
effectiveness of Immanuel’s ministry.  

We invite you to bring any questions or concerns to a Team member for guidance.  
 
        Ron Herb           Erin Gauker            Bill McLain             Dave Babczak            Kathleen Wetzel 

 

 
PRAYER NETWORK 
 

Prayers are powerful!  If you or someone you know is in need of supportive prayer, please let us know.  It is always 

confidential.  There are prayer request cards in the sanctuary, or you can call the church office or contact Marilyn Loos 

mfloos@comcast.net. 
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ADULT FORUM 

Sunday Adult Forum is off to a great start! We doubled our attendance and now meet in the Lower Level Multipurpose 

Room! We have been enjoying a spiritual meal watching videos by Rob Bell, theologian and author. They are short but 

beautifully made, thought-provoking and relevant. The discussion afterwards has been just as nourishing as our faith 

family shares their video impressons and own stories. We will continue watching the videos through the end of October, 

with the exception of October 17, when Pennsylvania Southeast Conference Minister Rev. Bill Worley will be here to share 

how the conference is helping congregations and pastors in the pandemic. Check your weekly enewsletter for links to the 

previous Rob Bell videos we have watched. If you are spiritually hungry, come and see us on Sundays at 10am for our 

spiritual meal! 

 

FALL YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
 

Faith Formation for children in grades PreK through 6th is off to a great start! We've enjoyed spending time 

together creating "Thank You" banners for the 9/11 day of service, making music with Mr. Stephen and friends, and 

playing games outside! Join us Sunday mornings from 10:00-10:45am. Each class will begin together in the 

music room for a whole group welcome and song. 

Children in grades PreK through 6th are also invited to join us for Anatomy of Worship! On select Sundays 

(October 3, 31, and Nov 28) children will participate in the children's moment in worship. Then, led by Miss 

Kelly and Miss Tama, children will leave worship to experience a mini-service of their own! Together we will sing, engage 

in scripture, and gain an age-appropriate understanding of what the different parts of our worship service mean. We are 

so excited for this opportunity to introduce the outline of worship with our youngest Christians!   If you have any 

questions about children's programming, contact Kelly Barnett at barnettkellym@gmail.com. 

 
BRAVE SPACE 
During September, members of the community joined the IUCC family to learn how to build better relationships and to 

stop division by attending BRAVE SPACE: Conversations. There’s still two dates left (October 10 and 17) and we 

would love for you to take part! Prior attendance is not required; each session is independent. To register contact the 

church office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:barnettkellym@gmail.com


WALK TOGETHER & EXPLORE OUR FAITH  

Youth in 7th grade and older (not yet confirmed) and parents are invited to a 

conversation about exploring our faith through confirmation on Sunday, 

October 24th in the Paul Room at 10:15am. For further information, please 

contact Reverend Megan at revmeg@immanuel-ucc.org.  

 

MEMORIAL GARDEN 
 

If you have driven by the office entrance recently, you 

probably noticed the new garden and hardscaping.       

Long-time member Shirley Weigley, who passed in          

July 2020, loved gathering with friends so it is fitting her 

family chose to honor her memory with a conversation 

circle and garden at her beloved church home. Although 

living out of the area, her family worked virtually with 

Reverend Meg to design a perennial garden that not only 

beautifies the campus but addresses a structural need at 

IUCC. The memorial garden intentionally includes a 

French drain and retaining walls in the overall design to 

address long-standing drainage issues that were 

damaging church property. Look for a plaque to be added 

when Shirley’s family is finally able to travel after the 

pandemic. We are thankful to the Weigleys for gifting this 

space. We hope you will use this beautiful weather to sit, 

chat and gather with friends as Shirley so enjoyed. 

 

NATURAL DISASTER CALL TO ACTION 
 

The UCC is issuing a call to action to help those affected by the recent headline-making natural disasters.  In Haiti, 

a massive 7.2 earthquake followed by a tropical storm just two days later killed more than 2,200 people, injured 13,000 

and destroyed 53,000 homes. Currently, several U.S. states are still recovering from the impact of hurricanes with power 

outages and wind & water damage. The Global H.O.P.E. team strives to help in both short-term and long-term recovery 

needs.  

In addition to help through prayer, if you are led to give financially designate Natural Disaster under “Other” online at 

www.immanuel-ucc.org/give or write it on your check in the memo section. The total given by IUCC will be forwarded to 

Wider Church operations and split between the two funds. Your donation will be reflected on your giving statement. 

 

MANY THANKS FOR OUR 1ST 9/11 DAY OF SERVICE 
 

Many thanks to all who contributed to our first 9/11 Day of Service & Remembrance. Our campus was filled with activity 

on the 20th anniversary of the attacks of 9/11/01. 

From members who provided guided labyrinth walks to those who stopped to honor the bell toll during the observed 

moments of silence, the campus flowed with respect and love. In addition, thank you to those that coordinated and 

volunteered with our 9/11 first responders project. Whether you donated ingredients or baked goods, prepared soup, filled 

lunch bags, developed the “just right” message for our thank you cards or made banners, packaged or delivered, made a 

monetary donation or provided prayers, YOU were an integral piece of this meaningful project. 

Because of the abundance of food, we were not only able to provide meals to local police & fire departments but also to 

Tower Health EMS staff. All recipients were humbled and appreciative for this gesture of recognition.  Projects that bring 

children, youth and adults together in service and fellowship….truly a God-filled thing of beauty.  
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PROPERTY UPDATE  
 

In line with IUCC’s Long Range Property Blueprint Plan and immediate facility needs, 

IUCC staff and the property committee have been busy over the past several months 

gathering and reviewing proposals for numerous large-scale projects including: parking lot 

resurfacing, concrete repair, window upgrades, and sanctuary HVAC replacement. Funding 

of these projects to be covered by existing savings and selecting bids were both proposed, 

discussed, and approved at the most recent Consistory meeting.  Stay tuned for future 

communications addressing the timing and specific impacts of these projects on Preschool, 

staff and the congregation. For further questions, please reach out to Bethany Kirkner 

(Director of Operations) or Bob Eberly (Property Committee Chair). 

 

LIFFT (LADIES IN FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP TOGETHER) 

Ladies in Faith and Fellowship Together is committed to connecting women of all ages by providing opportunities to study 

and grow in God’s word, to join in fellowship, and to serve the community. However, ALL Immanuel members and guests 

are invited to attend LIFFT activities.  LIFFT activities during October & November will focus on the Violins of 

Hope exhibit & book. See Violins, on page 2, for more details. 

 

OUT IN THE PARK 

On October 16th from 11am-6pm, IUCC will participate as an ally in the first annual 

Out in the Park. Spend a beautiful afternoon at this event sponsored by LGBT Center 

of Greater Reading and West Reading Borough. Stop by IUCC’s table during your visit. 

This family-friendly event features food trucks, a beer garden, non-profit and civic 

organizations, businesses, arts/crafts vendors, a Lambda car show, pet parade & 

adoptions, entertainment, music, games, kids corner and much more. $5 entry fee; 

kids 18 and under free. (Rain date is Sunday, 10/17).  Non-Smoking event is being 

held in West Reading Park next to the West Reading Pool. 

 

SENIOR MINISTRY 
 

Wednesday, October 20, 2021.   “History and Mission of New Journey” – 1:30pm, Fellowship Hall 

Current Volunteers and those interested, are invited to hear presenter Sue Krall, the Executive Director of New Journey 

Community Outreach (NJCO) speak about the history and mission of this program. NJCO is the largest soup kitchen in 

downtown Reading, feeding 200+ people a day, providing a weekly food pantry for people in need, and a weekly clothing 

center. If you would care to bring a donation, fruit cups, pudding cups, nutrition bars, apple sauce cups etc., would be 

greatly appreciated for the bagged lunches.  Monetary donations will also be accepted.   

Wednesday, November 10, 2021 Activity.  See Violins, page 2, for more details. 

 
SPIRITUAL LIFE 
 
Breaking Bread has resumed meeting this fall!  Bring your own lunch and we will partake in conversation, guided by a 

focus question, supporting scripture, and sending prayer. We will continue to meet outside at the edge of the parking lot 

(by the Labyrinth) so please bring a chair. In case of inclement weather, we will announce an indoor meeting space: The 

fall dates are: October 29 and November 19. 

Gathering in the Spirit is a time for prayer, reflection, and fellowship. We plan to meet virtually for an hour on 

Tuesday, November 2, at 10am.  A Zoom link will be listed in the church weekly email and on Facebook. “See” you then! 



BOOK BABBLE 

Book Club meets the 1st Wednesday of the month in the Lower Level Mulitpurpose Room at 7pm, unless indicated 

otherwise.  All are welcome to join in the lively book discussions each month.  Here are some of the upcoming book 

selections:  

November 3 The Book of Lost Names by Kristin Harmel     
December 1   Anxious People by Frederik Backman    
January 5     The Power and the Glory by Graham Greene   

 

PRESCHOOL UPDATE 

Fall is always busy at the preschool. Secoges Photographics took portraits of 

our new preschool classes at the beginning of the month.  October Fire Safety 

month brings Shillington Fire Co. to the school for a visit and a practice fire 

drill!  We welcome the Lion's Club to hold free, preschool vision screenings for 

our 3, 4 and 5 Year Olds. We end October by welcoming parents to attend 

Harvest Festivals in all of our morning preschool classes.  Fellowship Hall is 

set with several learning centers around a fall theme for a parent and child to 

explore together.  The students also sing a few fall songs and enjoy a snack with 

their parents. 

We have openings in our 9:15-10:15 Wednesday Toddler Time Class 

and would love to have your almost 2-3 year old join us.  It is a caregiver and 

child class with a weekly theme and activities set up throughout Fellowship 

Hall to explore.  Children pick a library book weekly, and art activities, music 

and games are planned. Please contact preschooldirector@immanuel-ucc.org 

for more information. 

                                                                          PRESCHOOL FALL FUNDRAISER 

Hey all coffee lovers, we have a fundraiser for you! The preschool will be holding a 

virtual Twin Valley Coffee Fundraiser the beginning of November.  Look for the link to our 

"virtual store" for easy on-line ordering in the church weekly e-mails the end of October or 

beginning of November.   

You can share the link with friends and relatives near and far.  Your order is processed and 

shipped to your home immediately, no need to wait for the end of the fundraiser.  

(You could also get some of your Christmas shopping 🎄 done too!).   Proceeds will be used 

to purchase culturally-diverse educational materials and toys for the preschool 

classrooms.  Thank you in advance for your support! 

 

SAVE THE DATE FOR GIVING TUESDAY! 

Giving Tuesday was created in 2012 as a simple idea: a day that encourages people to do good. Since then, it has 

grown into a year-round global movement that inspires hundreds of millions of people to give, collaborate, and celebrate 

generosity. Held in the US the first Tuesday after Thanksgiving it unleashes the power of radical generosity.  

Last year, at least $2.47 billion was donated in twenty-four hours in the U.S. alone, with 13% of the US adult population 

participating by offering gifts of time, voice, skills, goods, and money, as well as countless acts of kindness inspired by the 

movement.  
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This year Immanuel is using Giving Tuesday as the launch pad to rebuild our savings. As 

featured earlier in the “Property Update” section, major repairs and upgrades have been 

approved by Consistory financed from general savings.  

While not glamorous, these repairs are critical to Immanuel being good neighbors, financial & 

environmental stewards, and community members – ensuring safe & functional spaces: 

- Concrete work protects GM students and neighbors walking our sidewalks or enjoying 
our green campus. 

- Curbing repairs allow accessibility for all as we continue to widen our welcome both in 
worship and when hosting community events such as Music Made Local, Pre-school 
summer camps, 9/11 labyrinth walks, and RISE carwashes. 

- Energy-efficient glass keeps guests comfortable for special programs such as BRAVE 
SPACE as well as our ministry volunteers preparing food for hundreds facing food-
insecurity.  

- Resurfacing not only extends the life of our parking lot but also provides safe footing 
to our pre-school families, special-program guests, members and district neighbors.  

- Replacing the sanctuary’s air conditioning units allow us to host events like the summer Big Band Series and saves 
money through sustainability. 
 

No amount is too small to give. Donations can be made online by writing #GivingTuesday on the memo line of your check 

or by selecting the #GivingTuesday option on IUCC’s online giving page.  

MAKE MUSIC WITH US THIS SEASON 
 

Fall music programming and rehearsals have begun!  All are welcome to join any of 

these groups, regardless of musical ability or experience. Please contact our Director 

of Music, Stephen Longenecker at music@immanuel-ucc.org   

IUCC Youth and Children’s Arts/Music Programming - Students in grades K-

8 can join the fun on Tuesdays after school for art and music activities. 

 Students may arrive anytime between 3:30-4:00pm for a snack and some 

games/hang out time. We will transition from large group to small group, age-

appropriate activities from 4:00-4:45pm, with a focus on building both life skills and 

community through musical and artistic expression.  Parents may pick-up students 

at 4:45-5pm, or all are welcome to stay for additional enrichment opportunities from 

5:00-5:45pm (ukulele, hand-chimes, pageant rehearsal, etc).    

Ukulele, Hand chimes, and More! – Tuesdays from 5:00PM-5:45PM students 

in grades K-8 have an opportunity to apply their musical skills to a variety of 

instruments and activities.  In October, we learn some of the basics needed to play 

the Ukulele.  We will switch to hand chimes and hand bells while we learn songs of 

gratitude and popular Christmas tunes on November 9, 16, 23, 30, and Dec 7 & 14. 

IUCC Singers (gr. 7-Adult) - Thursday evenings from 7pm-8:30pm in the sanctuary with masks.  Rehearsals consist of 

prayer/reflection/warmup, rehearsing current repertoire, rehearsing long-term/future projects.   

SING WITH THE VIOLINS OF HOPE – Join the choir on Thursday evenings in October as we rehearse “Annelies” by 

James Whitbourn for the Violins of Hope concert.  Cant make Thursdays?  Additional rehearsals held-Oct 30,10-1pm; Nov 

6, 11:30-2pm; Nov 7, 2-5pm dress rehearsal. All are welcome – contact music@immanuel-ucc.org 

CONCERT ~ THE STRUGGLE FOR EQUALITY  
October 16TH,  7:30 pm at Immanuel UCC - World Premiere of Ruth Gipps' "Mazeppa's Ride" for women's chorus 

and small orchestra.  Local Premiere of Louise Farrenc's "Symphony No. 3" AND Ethel Smyth's "The March of the 

Women."  General admission: $15/Adult and $5/Student.  Tickets available at the door or online at: 

www.berkssinfonietta.org or www.facebook.com/berkssinfonietta.  For more information, call 484-509-1290 
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